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The policy of the Irish Government was acquiesced in in
England, but not without misgiving. Portland again asked
confidentially whether something might not be done for the
Catholics, which would break their alliance with the Dissenters,
secure their c cordial exertions in support of the present
establishment,' or, at least, baffle all attempts to set up a
republican government,1 but Camden gave him no encourage-
ment. c Whether his Majesty should be advised,3 he wrote, c to
accede to, or withhold, any concessions, which are made the
excuse for rebellion, or not, that rebellion which it has excited,
should be overcome, if possible. It will afterwards be a subject
of consideration, in what manner this country is to be governed.
As long as it remains upon its present establishment, I fear it
will be found a most troublesome appendage to England in
times of difficulty.' It appeared to the Lord Lieutenant, that a
measure in favour of the Catholics, would be ' merely an expe-
dient to avert a present danger, and that the country should
either be governed according to its present system, or that a
change more extensive must be adopted/ * I cannot conceal
from your Grace,' he continued,c with how melancholy a presage
I consider the system to which we appear to have been forced,
of yielding to the demands of persons who have arms in their
hands/ 2

The question was once more introduced by Ponsonby into
the Irish House of Commons, on May 15, in a series of reso-
lutions, asserting that it was necessary 'to a fundamental
reform of the representation that all disabilities on account of
religion be for ever abolished, and that Catholics shall be
admitted into the Legislature and all the great offices of State,
in the same extent as Protestants now are/ c that it is the
indispensable right of the people of Ireland to be fully and
fairly represented in Parliament/ that c the privilege of return-
ing members for cities, boroughs &c. in the present form, shall
cease; that each county shall be divided into districts, consist-
ing of 6,000 houses each, each district to return two members
of Parliament/ He proposed that all persons who possessed
freehold property to the amount of 40Z. per annum; all who
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